
 

 
IMPORTANT DATES: 

Reading                                                                      
Children will have 3 phonics lessons a week in which 
they will learn a new sound. The remaining 2 lessons 
will be spent reading a phonetically decodable book, 
which also contain ‘red words’, in pairs and then as a 
group, before answering questions to demonstrate their 
ability to retrieve information from the text and show 
their understanding of what they have read. 

We will have class story time every day in which the 
children will be exposed to a variety of fiction books and 
poetry, as well as stories about important people who 
demonstrate our school values.  

The children will have access to our class library 
throughout the day for independent reading. 

  

 

Homework:                                                                          

Each Friday your child will be set a piece of Maths 
and English homework to complete alongside an 
activity from the homework grid. Homework should 
be returned to school by the following Wednesday. 

Home Reading books will be sent home on a 
Wednesday, and are expected to be returned the   
following Monday, after being read for 3 x 20mins. 
Your child’s book will match their phonic ability. 

Topic                                                                

Autumn 1’s topic is… Our Families 
In our first topic, the children will be looking at their 
lives so far, and their families, and how life has 
changed since their grandparents were children. 

Autumn 2’s topic is… Classic Tales 
During this topic, the children will explore the different 
versions of fairy tales and nursery rhymes, and learn 
about the things they can teach us about the past. 

 

Notes from the teacher: 
 

Water bottles should be in school (and taken 
home) daily. Lunchboxes can be brought in on 
days the children are having packed lunch, but no 
other items should be brought into school. 
 

If you have any questions or issues, please do not 
hesitate to contact me via DB Primary or our class 
email  year1@theorchards.uwmat.co.uk  It is not 
always possible/appropriate to speak on the 
school gate. 

                                            Mrs Addis  

Writing                                                                    
English lessons in Year 1 will build upon the basic 
writing skills learnt in Reception. We will be focussing 
on applying our phonics knowledge to construct     
sentences, using capital letters and full stops correctly, 
and formed handwriting during the Autumn term.  

During Autumn 1 we will be reading ‘Owl Babies’ to tie 
in with our family theme, and will be working on basic 
sentence structure and descriptive writing. 

In Autumn 2, we will be reading ‘The Three Little 
Wolves and the Big Bad Pig’, and writing an          
alternative fairy tale story of our own. 

Maths 

Maths in the Autumn term of Year 1 will build upon 
the children’s previous knowledge of the number 
system, looking at place value of numbers to 10, 
then 20. Children will be able to represent       
numbers in different ways, order and compare 
them, and learn addition and subtraction facts. 

We will also look at shape; naming and identifying 
properties of 2D and 3D shapes, and making     
patterns using different shapes. 

Every Wednesday - P.E. - PLEASE CONTINUE TO 

SEND YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL IN THEIR PE KIT 

Every Friday - Forest School - Please send your child in 

with suitable footwear to change into. 

Monday 25th - Friday 29th October HALF TERM 

Monday 4th November  - Teacher Day - SCHOOL 

CLOSED 

Friday 17th December - Break up for Christmas, return-

ing on TUESDAY 4th January 

Further dates for trips and Christmas activities will be 

communicated at a later date!  

Here’s what we’re up to this Autumn term: 


